Abstract-The National Electrical Code has been in existence for over 75 years and is regularly revised by 23 Code-Making Panels made up of representatives of over 50 organizations having a principal interest in the Code. Provision is made for public view of all proposed changes, and emphasis is placed on resolving positions of opposition.
T HE NEED for a National Code for electric wiring in buildings became apparent to the electrical industry shortly before the turn of the nineteenth century because numerous insurance companies had developed their own rules, and installers were plagued with their many differences. It was thus agreed to develop a National Code through a conference which would provide participation from the various segments of the electrical industry. This decision appears to have been based on the belief that a higher degree ofvoluntary acceptance could be achieved through a National Code developed through those involved in its use. This appeared to be in the best interest of all participating groups and was preferable to having the insurance companies adjust their rates individually to compensate for noncompliance.
The National Electrical Code was originated by the National Conference on Standards Electrical Rules in 1897, and this group was responsible for and continued to revise the Code until 1911. At this time the National Fire Protection Association undertook sponsorship and somewhat later organized the Electrical Committee, which consisted of approximately 50 members representing the national groups having a principal interest in the National Electrical Code. The Code was revised on a periodic basis and a new Code or supplement was issued every one, two, or three years. During the second World War, an emergency committee was appointed and functioned to recognize temporary revisions of the Code which were intended primarily for the purpose of saving critical material used in electrical installations. Because of the war, there was a gap of seven years, 1940-1947, between Committee reports back to the source of its appointment, and any adoption of its report is processed through the regular procedure by the individual Code-Making Panels.
There has been considerable interest in interpretations of the National Electrical Code, and a large number of requests are received by the Chairman of the National Electrical Code Committee. Because most of these requests do not fall within the procedure established for handling interpretations as given in the Appendix of the National Electrical Code, the submitter is so advised. Section 90-7 of the Code clearly indicates that interpretations as applied to the acceptance of specific installations are the responsibility of the local inspection authority having jurisdiction. Processing of interpretations under the procedure of the National Electrical Code is limited to those which concern clarification of the meaning of the Code text. Interpretations of this type can be based on the literal text or on the intent of a requirement as it was adopted by a specific Code-Making Panel. Unfortunately, some of the rules are of such an age as to make the latter procedure difficult to process. Because of the above-mentioned limitations, very few official interpretations are processed, and replies to most of the requests are in the form of informal comments by the Chairman of the National Electrical Code Committee. The procedures for revising the National Electrical Code will continue to be revised and improved. They serve to provide a means by which our industry, through checks and balances, can insure a self-imposed level of suitable safeguards for electrical installations. It is this process by which the requirements of the National Electrical Code are formulated, and that has resulted in its broad acceptance and use.
